Factors related to the incidence of stomach cancer in the Pittsburgh Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area.
This report presents an analysis of several demographic discriminants of stomach cancer incidence for residents of the Pittsburgh Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area (SMSA) with the use of data collected as part of the Third National Cancer Survey, 1969-71. The Pittsburgh SMSA, one of nine areas included in the Third National Cancer Survey, was of particular interest in the study of stomach cancer, since area residents showed the highest age-adjusted incidence rate for cancer of this site while showing the fifth highest rate for all sites. To examine the data in greater detail, we used the variables of sex, race, nativity, and median income level to classify the cancer patients into homogeneous subgroups of census tracts of residence to allow comparisons of the average annual age-adjusted incidence rates among the groups. The data indicated that Pittsburgh SMSA residents showed stomach cancer incidence patterns that were generally consistent with earlier published reports; particularly when contrasted with appropriate population subgroups, higher rates appeared for males, for blacks, for lower income areas, and for areas with "large" proportions of foreign-born and foreign-stock residents. Furthermore, when one considered interactions among the factors, the relationship between ethnic composition and incidence appeared to supercede that of income among white males.